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Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth Parish Council
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 7th August 2018
at The Limes, High Street - 7.25pm.

PRESENT:	Cllr Hallett (Chairman), Cllr Sams,  Cllr Dixon, Cllr Spenceley, Cllr Prentice, Cllr Freeman, Cllr Oakley, Cllr Catherall, Cllr Woodhouse, Cllr Ridsdale, Cllr McInulty
	District Cllr Cathcart
	
Members of Public	5

	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Hirtzel, Cllr Geraghty, Cllr Douglass, Cllr Leith
 
	

	2.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Cllr Ridsdale declared a non pecuniary  interest under Item 6.1 

	

	3.
	PRESENTATION –LAND OFF THE CAUSEWAY
The Chairman welcomed Richard Martin and his two associates, from Skyline Comms, to the meeting. He invited them to speak.
Brochures relating to the companies other developments had been circulated to Councilors ahead of the meeting.  The proposal for 25 bungalows, 15 Market and 10 Affordable, related to four acres of land south of The Causeway. The properties would be suitable for older people looking to downsize. There were other developments in Essex and Suffolk and this would be the first Cambridgeshire scheme. Mr Martin stated that this proposal was at a very early stage and the developers wanted to keep the Parish Council updated. They were also aware of the merging Neighbourhood Plan for the village.
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan was in its infancy, only being active for a couple of months, but at some stage there would be a call for sites. Currently the site was outside the village framework.
Cllr Dixon asked if the developers had carried out a traffic count. The developer advised that extensive work was carried out in 2017 for the development by the Cemetery. Another survey would be carried out in due course. Because of the intended age group for these bungalows it was anticipated that there would be fewer traffic movements. She asked the intended age range for the properties.  It was advised that on another site the minimum age limit was 55 but the age range for this site would be decided through discussions.
Cllr Cathcart stated that Bassingbourn had been affected by a number of speculative planning applications with the Causeway taking a lot of development.  He added that even though this proposal was for a significant development there was a general need for bungalows in the village.  
Cllr Ridsdale asked if the properties would be Freehold. The response was yes although there would be a Management company responsible for the surrounding area.  The Developer also confirmed that there was no option on ownership of the adjacent site.
The Chairman referred to a Section 106 Agreement acknowledging that the proposal was at a very early stage. As a childrens play area would not be required here the Developer stated that contributions could be made to identified village projects. 
A member of the public in attendance agreed that the development of this type was a good idea.
The Chairman thanked Mr Martin and his colleagues for the presentation.

	

	4.
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS
4.1 Minutes of Planning Committee meeting 24th  July 2018 
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 24th July  2018 were agreed a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	

	5.
	MATTERS ARISING
5.1 The Rouses Draft Lease
 As reported by Cllr Leith, at the last Planning meeting, the County Council would not be starting their negotiations on a lease until planning consent was received for the Rouses development.  The Parish Council was therefore in a Catch 22 situation. Cllr Cathcart advised that Cambridgeshire County Council was considering offering a Legal Undertaking that they would grant a lease on the agreement of Planning Consent. Cllr van de Ven was following this up with officers. 
A discussion took place on a Legal Undertaking and it was stated that this would not be enforceable. A discussion also took place on the future of the site should the proposed development not take place.
After further discussion it was proposed by Cllr Catherall that the Chairman, Cllr Leith and himself arrange an appointment with the appointed Solicitor, Barr Ellison, to discuss compiling  a Heads of Terms agreement for the Parish Council to agree before forwarding to Cambridgeshire County Council. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Spenceley with all Councillors in agreement. Cllr Leith would be asked to arrange.
5.2 The Rouses Planning Application
The Chairman then reported that South Cambridgeshire District Council was currently minded to refuse the planning application on the basis that it is outside of the village framework. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Catherall expressed concern that the ‘Save the Rouses’Group had been invited to attend a meeting with Cllr Cathcart, the Chairman and a District Council Planner. He asked on what basis they attended as this group was a small number of parishioners against the proposal when there were a lot of people in the village wanting development.  Cllr Cathcart stated that as the elected South Cambridgeshire District Councillor he had arranged the meeting. He reminded Councillors that he was elected by a substantial number of people in the village and worked for them all. The Chairman added that he was invited to attend the meeting as the elected Chairman of the Parish Council Planning Committee to give the view of the Parish Council.


	













-Cllr Leith

	6.
	CORRESPONDENCE
6.1 Road Name –Land off The Causeway
The Address Service Manager, 3C Shared Service, had proposed that the new development be called either Edgar Hall Close or Saggers Close.  The Parish Council was asked for any comments or objections.
It was noted that there was already a Saggers Close in the village which was a basis for objection. The name of Edgar Hall was unknown to Councillors. Suggestions were made with ‘Robinson’, in memory of resident Bill Robinson who had contributed a great deal to the village,  being proposed by Cllr Catherall seconded by Cllr Freeman. Cllr Spenceley expressed concern about the choice of name.  On a vote, with six councillors in support, it was agreed that the name 'Robinson' be put forward. 
The Clerk to advise 3C Shared Services.

	





-Clerk

	7.
	OPEN FORUM
7.1 The Rouses
A member of the ‘Save the Rouses’ Group was in attendance. She stated that the group acknowledged that there was support from the village for development of the land. The preference of the Group was for no building but they recognised that some development was an option. 

	

	8.
	PLANNING/TREE WORK APPLICATIONS
8.1 Planning Applications
8.1.1 Planning Ref S/2605/18/FL
122 North End –Two storey side, single storey rear extensions and porch
(Mr Luke Riley)
-Recommendation Support
8.1.2 Planning Ref S/2368/18/FL
Hill View Farm Shop, Chestnut Lane –Extension to existing farm shop
(Mr D Standen, EW Standen)
-Recommendation Support
8.1.3 Planning Ref S/2515/18/LB
The Grange, Old North Road –Removal of internal wall between kitchen and dining room
(J Galpin)
-Recommendation Support
8.1.4 Planning Ref S/2785/18/VC
The Cedars, South End –Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning consent S/0331/15/FL for the erection of ten dwellings and garages following demolition of existing dwelling. Associated renovation of barn and removal of redundant and dilapidated outbuildings
(Mr T Joyce, Wood Oak Ltd)
The plans  to make use of loft space were studied. Concern was raised over the use of the area and whether it would be an additional living area. It was agreed that a response to this application be referred to the extra planning meeting on the 22nd August. In the meantime the Clerk was asked to contact the Planning Officers and find out what the intended use of the roof space was for.
 8.2 Tree Work
8.2.1 Planning Ref S/2903/18/TP 41 Brook Road –Crown lift and reduce 2 Lime trees
-No Comments to reply
8.3 Planning Decisions Advised by SCDC
There had been no decision notices received. 

	





















-Clerk

	9.
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
 The Chairman reported that only four members of the working group were in attendance at the latest meeting so not a great deal of progress was made. The feedback from the consultant had been discussed. The next meeting towards the end of August 2018 was to look at progressing a grant application.

	

	10.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK
10.1  Wireless Station Section 106 Agreement
Cllr Spenceley reported that he had been carrying out some investigations and had a document relating to the Section 106 which he had sent to the South Cambridgeshire District Planning Officer, John Koch. He had queried why nothing had been done in relation to the requirement on the Planning Consent for a Green Travel Plan and the creation of a footpath.
10.2 Update on Local Development Plan
Cllr Cathcart reported that there was still no news from the Inspector on the Local Development Plan. It was hoped that a response to the latest consultation would have been received by now. He added that it had been six months since the submission.
10.3 Rail/Road Link Proposals
 Cllr Cathcart reported that meetings had been arranged for Wednesday 25th July in Litlington and 26th July at the South Cambridgeshire District Council offices with a view to discuss the options, risks and benefits of alternative routes for the east/west corridor between Bedford and Cambridge. The Chairman had attended and circulated his notes to Councillors. 
The Clerk advised that Cllr van de Ven was going to arrange local meetings for the proposals to be presented to parishioners. She had a brochure of the proposal which she would circulate to Councillors.
10.4 Elbourn Memorial Housing Trust Plans
Cllr Cathcart advised that the planning application, supported by the Parish Council, had been withdrawn. He added that it was likely to be resubmitted once the site had been investigated again. It was noted that this affordable housing was needed in the village.

	
















-Clerk

	11.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
22nd August 2018/4th September 2018
	


The meeting closed at 8.35 pm

Chairman_____________________________		Date_________________________

