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Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth Parish Council
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 6th March 2018
at The Limes, High Street - 7.30pm.

PRESENT:	Cllr Hallett (Chairman), Cllr Catherall, Cllr Douglass, Cllr Sams,  Cllr Woodhouse,  Cllr Oakley, Cllr McInulty, Cllr Robinson, Cllr Freeman, Cllr Hull, Cllr Spenceley
	District Cllr Cathcart, District Cllr McCraith
Members of Public	0

	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Dixon, , Cllr Rincón Cllr Hirtzel

	

	2.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
There were no declarations made.

	

	3.
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS
3.1 Minutes of Planning Committee meeting 6th February 2018 
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 6th February 2018 were agreed a true record and signed by the Chairman.
3.2 Minutes of Planning Committee meeting 21st February 2018 
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 21st February 2018 were agreed a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	

	4.
	MATTERS ARISING
4.1 Bassingbourn Ski Slope
It was advised that the planning application had still not been determined. A month had  passed since the date this was supposed to have happened. Cllr Cathcart advised that the Planning Officer, Julie Ayre, had apologised again for the delay and confirmed that the applicant was not pressing for a response. She had also been on sick leave.  Ms Ayre had promised to put this action to the top of her list as she was aware that the Parish Council regularly discussed the progress of the application. 
Cllr Spenceley stated that he was made aware by a parishioner that the traffic arrangements had been deleted from the Section 106 Agreement. The Chairman advised that the meeting held at the end of 2017 was for this reason but the traffic details should now have been reinstated. Cllr Cathcart advised that his understanding was that the draft Section 106 agreement would be forwarded to the Parish Council, to give Councillors the opportunity to see the content, before the applicant was formally notified. He would forward an e-mail to Ms Ayre to confirm this. 
Councillors agreed to leave this item on the agenda until completion of the planning application process.

	













-Cllr Cathcart

	5.
	OPEN FORUM
There were no members of the public present.

	

	6.
	CORRSPONDENCE
5.1 The Cedars, 26 South End –request to install hedging
The Chairman advised that correspondence had been received from the owner of 26 South End, the Cedars site, who wanted to plant hedging along the front boundary. As this was related to the planning application the Clerk had responded to the communication and suggested that the South Cambridgeshire District Council Planners be approached. The Clerk had since had further correspondence from the owner asking if the Parish Council would be happy for the planting to go ahead if agreed by the Planners. Councillors agreed that they would. The Clerk to advise the owner.

	





-Clerk

	7.
	PLANNING/TREE WORK APPLICATIONS
7.1 Planning Applications
7.1.1 Planning Ref S/4125/178/VC (amendment)
Clear Farm Barns, South End –Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission S/2363/16/FL
(On Set Location Ltd)
Hard copies of the amendments had not been  received. The Chairman had looked at the amendments on the South Cambridgeshire District Council website and any amendments that may have been made were minor. A recommendation of Support had been made on the original application and it was agreed that this recommendation stood.
-Recommendation Support
7.1.2 Planning Ref S/0564/18/FL
56 Spring Lane –New 2 Bedroom Dwelling
(Mrs S Ivey)
-Recommendation No Recommendation
7.2 Tree Work
7.2.1 Planning Ref S/0176/18/TP
The Clerk reported that the District Council Tree Officer had responded to the comment made by the Parish Council, to retain the Ash tree, and advised that she would allow the application. The tree was healthy but it was not in great form. It had no stand out amenity from the group and without this tree the group would still serve its amenity function.
7.3 Planning Decisions Advised by SCDC
There had been no decision notices received since the last meeting.

	

	8.
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held on the 7th February. Working group numbers were shrinking and there may be a need for further recruiting if the numbers drop any further. 
The group agreed to benchmark Gamlingay and Histon and Impington whose plan was currently in progress. A Suffolk village, East Bergholt, who had now adopted their Plan, would also be used as a point of reference. The group were also thinking of a soft launch at the Mayhem event in May 2018. 
The next meeting of the group would be held on the 7th March. Cllr Spenceley suggested that Drone Corridors be considered for the Plan. He had attended a Strategy meeting where these were raised in relation to Neighbourhood Plans.

	

	9.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK
9.1 Government Statements
The Chairman advised of a  Housing Minister statement regarding a consultation which would encourage Neighbourhood Plans with a view to these taking priority over the Local Development Plans. Section 106 Agreements were also being looked into to push new housing. In addition a Labour MP had raised the question of the Oxford to Cambridge corridor. A decision had not been made but it was stated that the Government had accepted the NIC recommendations for five more towns. The Chairman referred to the press speculation over Bassingbourn Barracks.
Cllr Cathcart reported that he had raised the NIC recommendation with the District Council Planners who confirmed that there had been no formal discussion. They were though aware of the recommendations but it was highly unlikely any progress would happen in the current planning period. 
Cllr McCraith also reported that he had a meeting with the Leader of South Cambridgeshire District Council, and Cambridgeshire County Council, who confirmed that nothing had been decided. Cllr Mc Craith reiterated that at the present time the Barracks were not being released for development.
9.2 South Cambridgeshire District Council Planning Meetings
Cllr McCraith advised that the Planning committee was now giving more influence to the policies in the LDP although a final decision from the Inspector was still to be advised. Cllr Cathcart added that the results from the modification consultation had been forwarded to the Inspector with a request for a firm date for the decision. 
Cllr Spenceley advised that there was to be a meeting on the 9th March regarding the additional 3000 homes on Bourn airfield and the effect that these would have on the traffic on the A1198. Cllr McCraith added that there was also the proposed development at Cambourne west which would add to the traffic. He stated that at every District Council Planning Committee meeting he referred to action being required for the A1198 and not just for the A428.

	




	10.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
20th March 2018.
	



The meeting closed at 8.00 pm




Chairman_____________________________		Date_________________________

