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Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth Parish Council
PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 15th  May 2018 at 
The Limes, High Street 7.15pm.
 
Cllr Douglass(Chairperson), Cllr Hallett, Cllr McInulty, Cllr Robinson, Cllr Spenceley, Cllr Freeman, Cllr Sams, Cllr Dixon, Cllr Geraghty, Cllr Catherall, Cllr Hirtzel, Cllr Oakley

District Cllr Cathcart, County Cllr van de Ven

MOP -2
PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETNG
	01.
	ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON
Cllr Hallett opened the meeting and asked for nominations for Chairman. Cllr Freeman  proposed Cllr Robinson which was seconded by Cllr McInulty. Cllr Oakley proposed Cllr Douglass which was seconded by Cllr Catherall. There were no other nominations. A vote was taken with Councillor Douglass receiving the majority vote. She accepted the position of Chairperson.

	

	02.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Leith

	

	03.
	CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS

There were no members of the public in attendance, at this point of the meeting, interested in being co-opted.


	

	04.
	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON
The Chairperson asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman. Cllr Geraghty proposed Cllr Hallett which was seconded by Cllr Freeman. There were no other Councillors willing to stand. Cllr Hallett agreed to continue in the position of Vice-Chairman. 

	

	05.
	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

There were no Declarations made.

	

	06.
	MINUTES OF LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

6.1 20th  March 2018
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20th  March 2018 (copies previously distributed), were taken as read, agreed a true record and signed by the Chairperson with the following amendments-
Item. 9.1 First sentence to read –Cllr van de Ven referred to the meeting where the presentation on proposals for the development of The Rouses was discussed at the January Parish Council meeting. 
Last sentence of forth paragraph added to read –Mr Malyon confirmed that the land would remain in the County Council ownership.

Last sentence of the sixth paragraph to read –The worst scenario would have been to revert to the original scheme i.e. 26 unit scheme proposed at consultation event in Summer 2017.
6.2 18th April 2018 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th April 2018 (copies previously distributed) were taken as read, agreed a true record and signed by the Chairperson.

Cllr Catherall asked for a Memorandum of Dissent to be recorded as he was in dispute over the wording of the minutes. He had asked the Clerk to include the  following information in the minutes but it was omitted –
‘I asked of the Chair if he understood that the Parish Council was in breach of contract and that by not acting we had made matters worse. I believe the response to be formally minuted to that question “I don’t care” to ensure that I had understood the response correctly when asked a second time the same response was made’

	

	07.
	MATTERS ARISING
7.1 Update on Cycle Path to Royston Proposal
There was no further update. 
7.2 Update on Funding Arrangements for Village Voice
Quotations had been sought for printing the publication in colour. Five printing companies had been approached and two had provided a quotation. It was noted that if it was decided to produce a full colour version then the printing price would increase. Councillors agreed that this be referred to the working group to make a decision. 
7.3 Remembrance Service 2018 –Update on Plans
There were various plans being investigated. One idea was a 1914 era map plotting places where people involved in World War One had lived in the village. Cllr Catherall stated that he would like to bring forward a whole package of events. There were suggestions of a street party or tea party for children. The Chairperson stated that time was moving on and November would soon come around.
	

	08.
	ADOPTION OF POLICIES/REGULATIONS

8.1 Standing Orders

8.2 Financial Regulations
Cllr Hallett agreed to update the new Standing Orders and Financial Regulations with the values adopted by the previous council. Cllr Spenceley and the Chairperson would then review these before circulating with a recommendation for adoption.
8.3 Code of Conduct
It was agreed that the model Code of Conduct, circulated to Councillors, be adopted.
8.4 Complaints Procedure
It was agreed that the model Complaints Procedure, circulated to Councillors, be adopted. Cllr Spenceley suggested that a flow chart for complaints be included.
8.5 GDPR Policy
A policy taking into account the new regulations would need to be compiled and this was in hand.
8.5.1 Appointment of DPO

The Clerk had received notification that The House of Commons, during the report stage, accepted a Government amendment to the Data Protection Bill, the effect of which was to remove all parish, town and community councils from the requirement that they must appoint a Data Protection Officer.

	Cllrs Hallett, Spenceley & Douglass

	09.
	CORRESPONDENCE
9.1 Village Green Hedge
Councillors were advised that nothing had been done to cut back to hedge to the same height as the neighbouring property as discussed in 2016. Councillors were urged to look and arrange this. Photographs had been provided.  The neighbour also expressed her concern over unsocial behaviour taking place on the village green.

The Chairperson suggested that if the village green hedge was cut down to the height of the neighbour it would mean cutting off the green shrubbery and would not look very nice. It would be a better idea, if the neighbour wanted the hedge at the same height, to grow the hedge to match. The Clerk to suggest this to the resident.

Anti Social behaviour was then discussed. Cllr Geraghty stated that he was also aware of a problem on the green. Councillors agreed that this should be reported directly to the Police. Cllr Sams added that he had been told that to take any action the officers had to see the behaviour for themselves. It was important when contacting the Police on 101 that a request for a police presence was persistent. 

The Clerk to reply to the resident.
9,2 LHI Scheme 2019/20

Details of application for the 2019/20 bid would be circulated to Councillors. The closing date for applications was the 31st July 2018.

	-Clerk

-Clerk

	10.
	OPEN FORUM

10.1 Kneesworth
The Chairperson was congratulated on her election. Cllr Robinson was also congratulated for his past work as Chairman which was not an easy job.
Concern was then raised by the resident over Kneesworth and the impact of the increased vehicle movements.  Councillors were urged to consider the additional impact any future development in this area of the village would cause. The Chairperson confirmed that the Parish Council represented Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth -the whole village.


	

	11.
	FINANCES

11.1 Payment of Accounts

The invoices were checked by Cllr Hallett
CAPALC

Membership 2018/19






          £502.57

BASSINGBOURN BOOK CAFE

Donation 2018/19






        £1250.00

HALES PRINTERS

Newsletters







          £ 749.00

HOMESERVE

Landlord Emergency Plus insurance for Cemetery Lodge


           £190.80

BUCHANS LANDSCAPES

Grounds maintenance April 2018 (inc. £278.79VAT)


         £1672.72

CAMBRIDGE WATER BUSINESS

Water rate recreation ground

£78.75

Cemetery



£20.42



            £ 99.17

HILLPLANT AND GROUNDWORKS

Final invoice for Pavilion footings (inc £752.09VAT)


         £4512.56

TOTAL







            
         £8976.82

Agreed. Proposed Cllr Hallett, Seconded Cllr Oakley
FOR INFORMATION –The following payments were agreed at the Finance and General Purposes committee meetings on 3rd  April 2018  and 1st  May 2018 
BUCHANS LANDSCAPES

Grounds maintenance March 2018 (inc. £273.32 VAT)


         £1639.92

MR B HUNT

Clunch Pit work with Conservation group 



         £  400.00

THE POST OFFICE

Cemetery Bin emptying 2018/19





           £884.00

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Street lighting 01/10/16-30/09//17 




         £2301.85

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Rent for Rouses land 2018/19





           £  55.00

VIKING

Stationery (inc £26.17VAT)  £100.23 to be claimed from other councils
           £157.04

MRS S WALMESLEY

Clerks Expenses March 2018 

                                                                £ 48.99

HILLPLANT AND GROUNDWORKS LTD

First stage payment for Pavilion groundworks (inc. £179.66VAT)                       £3000.00
WAR MEMORIALS TRUST

Renewal of subscription






            £ 20.00

LOCAL COUNCIL PUBLIC ADVISORY SERVICE

GDPR Course 24/4/18






            £ 40.00

HALES PRINTERS

Newsletters







           £789.00

E-ON

Pavilion electricity (inc. £3.83VAT)




           £  80.51

CHRIS HOLCROFT

Repair to finger post






           £195.00

MRS S WALMESLEY

Clerks salary  & expenses 1/4/18 –30/4/18



           £795.27

The following payment was also approved at the Parish Council/Recreation Ground meetings on the 18th April 2018 –

HILLPLANT & GROUNDWORKS LTD

Outstanding VAT for invoice INV-205 




          £ 384.41

HILLPLANT & GROUNDWORKS LTD

Second stage Pavilion footings (inc. £564.07)



         £3384.41

MR P CATHERALL

Reimburse for blocked foul system (inc. £37.00 VAT)                                    £  222.00
11.2 Annual Audit 2018/19
11.2.1 Internal Audit Report
The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been completed and the report would be forwarded with the invoice in due course.
11.2.2 Agreement of Governance Statement 2017/18
The statement had been circulated to Councillors. The Clerk read the statements to the meeting with Councillors in agreement that they could all be signed off as ‘yes’ and the statement signed by the Chairperson.
11.2.3 Agreement of Accounting Statement 2017/18
All Councillors agreed that the Accounting Statement could be signed by the Chairperson.

	

	12.
	ELECTION OF COMMITTEES FOR 2016/17
12.1 Planning –All Councillors

12.2 Finance and General Purposes –All Councillors

12.3 Recreation Ground –Cllr Freeman, Cllr McInulty, Cllr Dixon, Cllr Sams, Cllr Hallett, Cllr Oakley, Cllr Spenceley, Cllr Geraghty and Chairperson
12.4 Cemetery –Cllr Hallett, Cllr Spenceley, Cllr Oakley and Chairperson.

Cllr Oakley suggested that Cemetery business be combined with the F& GP Committee. It was agreed that as there as a lot of current issues with the Cemetery Lodge then this remain a separate committee for the time being. 

	

	13.
	ELECTION OF WORKING GROUPS FOR 2016/17
13.1 Village College/Primary School Liaison –It was agreed that as there was now a Bassingbourn Practical Solutions Group this committee was no longer needed. It was noted that the first meeting of the group would be held on the 16th May 2018.
13.2 Affordable Housing –Cllr Cathcart, Cllr Spenceley and Cllr Hallett
It was noted that the working group were waiting for the adoption of the Local Development Plan before meeting.
13.3 Conservation –Cllr Hallett, Cllr Hirtzel
13.4 Pavilion - Cllr Dixon, Cllr Freeman, Cllr McInulty, Cllr Oakley and Chairperson.
13.4 Pavilion Refurbishment/Rebuild –Cllr Oakley, Cllr Sams, Cllr Hirtzel, Cllr Dixon, Cllr Catherall, Cllr Spenceley and Chairperson
13.5 Mobile Warden Scheme–Chairperson
13.6 Traffic and Travel–Cllr Spenceley, Cllr Catherall, Cllr Oakley, Cllr Hallett, Cllr McInulty
13.7 Village Voice  -Cllr Spenceley, Cllr Catherall and Chairperson
13.8 GDPR Compliance –Cllr Hallett, Cllr Oakley, Cllr Spenceley, Chairperson and Clerk
13.9 Neighbourhood Plan –Cllr Hallett, Cllr Sams, Cllr Oakey and non Councillors. It was noted that working group membership could be added to.

	

	14.
	PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES

14.1 To Receive and Note the Minutes
All minutes, agreed and draft since the last meeting had been forwarded to Councillors.
14.1.1 Planning

14.1.2 Finance and General Purposes

14.1.3 Recreation Ground
14.1.4 Cemetery

There were no questions asked or comments made.


	

	15.
	COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
13.1 County Council 
Cllr van de Ven reported that there was no further update on the future of the Children’s Centre. Her concern was that people were very dependent on the Centre.

The County County Council had voted to vacate Shire Hall adding that she had voted against building new premises at Alconbury which was a very remote site. The feeling was that existing vacant premises within the county could be used.
As advised under Item 13.1 the Bassingbourn Practical Solutions Group would be meeting for the first time on the 16th May. 

Potholes were still a cause for concern. She had received a photograph of a duck in a pothole in Tower Close. Cllr van de Ven stated that the staff in County Highways were doing their very best with the repair arrangements  considering that they were under resourced. 

Cllr van de Ven advised that The Rouses issue was not over by a long stretch. The County Council had confirmed that a 99 year lease on the land would not stand on its own and it would not be offered without the scheme for 10 units. She added that an application could still be submitted. The commercial development company had originally said that they were only interested in a larger development but had now relented and a 10 unit scheme would be acceptable. This would have to include the 99 year lease. Cllr van de Ven was working with Cllr Cathcart. 
Cllr Cathcart agreed that the position was changing so fast. The County officer, Stephen Conrad, who had been dealing with the project, had retired so there was another area of uncertainty. He added that if a planning application was to come forward there would be the question of maintenance of the land, which should not be a problem, but needed to be recognised. 
13.2 District Council
Cllr Cathcart reported that a meeting on the future of the Church had taken place over the weekend of the 12th  /13th May. It was now up to the Chancellor to decide the way forward. It would be 5-6 weeks until the outcome was known.
Following the recent District Council elections there had been a total change in the political representation. 70 seats had changed. Cllr Cathcart had given a talk to the new Councillors emphasising the need for fresh thinking and also conformity. He had emphasised that it was important that the Local Development Plan was adopted. 

Cllr Cathcart referred to a recent planning appeal for 154 houses in Cottenham which had been successful. The reason that the appeal was allowed was due to the lack of a 5 year land supply. He added that this highlighted how the lack of a Local Plan affected applications.

Cllr Hirtzel asked if there had been any update on the future of Bassingbourn Barracks. Cllr van de Ven stated that at this stage there was just speculation. She advised that she had been invited to a ceremony in Birmingham in July. A meeting with County Highways had also been held to discuss issues on the A1198 at Whaddon Gap where it was recognised that any future proposals would reflect any major work in the area. Cllr Hirtzel suggested that a liaison group be set up with the Barracks. Cllr van de Ven offered to find out answers to specific questions as she had a contact point.


	

	16.
	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING –MATTERS ARISING
16.1 Children’s Centre
As advised in the County Council report there was no further update and no plan. Cllr van de Ven stated that it was important to note that this was a very big issue which should be recognised. She had asked to visit the Centre as there was more to do. Cllr Dixon advised that around 2014, when she had her babies, she was told to use the Melbourn Centre and not the Bassingbourn facility. Cllr Dixon added that families in the village had been cut off from the Bassingbourn Centre since then. Cllr van de Ven stated that a high level service was supposed to be continuing in Melbourn with outreach in Bassingbourn. There were 19 other centres planned for closure with Bassingbourn probably the worst off.
16.2 Youth Facilities
As discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting there was funding available to help the youth of the village.

	

	17.
	PROPOSAL TO APPOINT  PROJECT MANAGER FOR PAVILION PROJECT

The Pavilion Working Group asked that the Parish Council make funds available for a suitably qualified Project Manager to progress the project. The cost of this was estimated to be between £5-£6k. The future of the project needed to be put forward as a package on whether to go forward as a rebuild or refurbishment. The Working Group did not have the expertise needed to produce the information needed to go out to tender. A specification for the position of Project Manager was advised.
Cllr Hallett queried the costs which could exceed the budget. He referred to other parish projects planned throughout the year and did not think that there was scope for extra funding.  It was suggested that additional funding could be through the Public Works Loan Board. After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Oakley, seconded by Cllr Sams, to that the Working Group investigate a Project Manager at a cost of between £5,000 and £6,000. The majority of Councillors in agreement.

	

	18.
	COUNCILLORS ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND REQUIRING THE URGENT ATTENTION OF THE CLERK
18.1 Kneesworth Defibrillator
Cllr Sams reported that the County Highway Officers had given permission for a defibrillator to be installed on the grass verge by the junction with The Causeway. This would be discussed further at the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on the 5th June.
18.2 CAPALC Management
Cllr Spenceley advised that he had been elected to serve on the management board of CAPALC.
18.3 Allotment site

Cllr Dixon raised concern over some electric fencing around some of the allotments. She was especially concerned as a lot of children were in the vicinity and the area was a magnet . Cllr Hallett stated that the allotments were not public land and therefore people should be discouraged from going there as the southern edge was the only public footpath. He referred to farmers in the area also having electric fencing and was not aware of any rules to prevent the use. A discussion took place on Duty of Care where it was suggested that movable fencing may be an option. It was noted that there could be a liability on the Parish Council as the leaseholder of the land.  Cllr Hallett agreed, as a first step, to bring the concern to the attention of the allotment holders in question.
18.4 Planning Meeting 22nd May 2018

The Clerk advised that she had received a number of planning applications which needed to be discussed before the next scheduled planning meeting on the 5th June. An agenda would be circulated to Councillors.

	

	19.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING Tuesday 24th July 2018   

	


The Chairperson closed the Meeting at 8.52pm
................................ CHAIRPERSON
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